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nearly three years, have a couple of kids, and think it's
great. So fire away. Or, come and take a look at us, and at
the kids, and then congratulate."

He swung along vigorously on The Sea Wolf, the creating
of which was bringing him far greater joy than had even
The Call of the Wild, In his spare hours he wrote such
excellent Alaskan tales as "The One Thousand Dozen,"
"Gold Hunters of the North," and a dozen others. In
addition to the Spray he bought a horse and rig to cart his
family and friends around the countryside, for warm
weather was coming on and he liked to take a crowd into the
hills to picnic and play games, swim in the reservoir, and
broil steaks over wood fires. Late in April he was thrown
from the buggy and had the tip of one of his thumbs cut
off. " It feels as though it had a heart beating at the end of
it," he complained, but the accident did not prevent him
from writing his thousand words a day on The Sea Wolf,
the main character of which was based on Captain Alex
McClean, of whose amazing exploits he had heard while he
was on the Sophie Sutherland. He continued to sail the
Spray for relaxation and privacy, once having his sails cut
to ribbons in a surprise storm, and finding it difficult to
make the Estuary.

In June The Kempton- Wace Letters was published anony-
mously, receiving a good press. " Unusual . . . thoughtful,
frank . . . sure to have a wide reading . . , has much of the
enquiring spirit of to-day . , . good meat for the mind ... a
new departure in novel writing . . . piquant, clever, original
philosophy." The San Francisco Argonaut recognised one of
the authors by the "evolutionary deductions," and the news
spread so rapidly that when Macmillan was printing its
second edition it asked Jack's permission to acknowledge
the authorship. The Kempton-Wace Letters sold only
moderately well, having too little action, plot, and swiftness
for the general public, but Jack and Anna Strunsky exchanged
letters between Piedmont and New York, where she was
now living, congratulating each other on an important job
well done,